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For information about these species or natural communities, or other species or natural communities,
or for staff contacts, please see the NDDB website at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/cnddb.htm 

This list of species was produced from data presently included in the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB).  The CNDDB is a positive sighting data 
base, and our data sets can not be considered to be complete for every species in every county.  Therefore, this list must not be considered to be a 

comprehensive list of all special status species in the county.

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

Scientific Name Common Name STATUS*: 
Federal California CNPSCDFG

Special Status Plants, Animals and Natural Communities of

MERCED COUNTY

*(see footnotes)

Vascular Plants

Agrostis hendersonii                                          HENDERSON’S BENT GRASS Species of concern None 3

Astragalus tener var tener                                    ALKALI MILK-VETCH None None 1B

Atriplex cordulata                                            HEARTSCALE Species of concern None 1B

Atriplex depressa                                             BRITTLESCALE None None 1B

Atriplex joaquiniana                                          SAN JOAQUIN SALTBUSH Species of concern None 1B

Atriplex minuscula                                            LESSER SALTSCALE None None 1B

Atriplex persistens                                           PERSISTENT-FRUITED SALTSCALE None None

Atriplex subtilis                                             (NO COMMON NAME) None None

Atriplex vallicola                                            LOST HILLS CROWNSCALE Species of concern None 1B

Calycadenia hooveri                                           HOOVER’S CALYCADENIA Species of concern None 1B

Castilleja campestris ssp succulenta                          SUCCULENT OWL’S-CLOVER Threatened Endangered 1B

Chamaesyce hooveri                                            HOOVER’S SPURGE Threatened None 1B

Clarkia rostrata                                              BEAKED CLARKIA Species of concern None 1B

Cordylanthus mollis ssp hispidus                              HISPID BIRD’S-BEAK Species of concern None 1B

Delphinium californicum ssp interius                          HOSPITAL CANYON LARKSPUR Species of concern None 1B

Delphinium recurvatum                                         RECURVED LARKSPUR Species of concern None 1B

Downingia pusilla                                             DWARF DOWNINGIA None None 2

Eleocharis quadrangulata                                      FOUR-ANGLED SPIKERUSH None None 2

Eryngium racemosum                                            DELTA BUTTON-CELERY Species of concern Endangered 1B

Malacothamnus hallii                                          HALL’S BUSH MALLOW None None 1B

Monardella leucocephala                                       MERCED MONARDELLA Species of concern None 1A

Navarretia myersii ssp myersii                                PINCUSHION NAVARRETIA None None 1B

Navarretia nigelliformis ssp radians                          SHINING NAVARRETIA None None 1B

Neostapfia colusana                                           COLUSA GRASS Threatened Endangered 1B

Orcuttia inaequalis                                           SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY ORCUTT GRASS Threatened Endangered 1B

Orcuttia pilosa                                               HAIRY ORCUTT GRASS Endangered Endangered 1B

Phacelia ciliata var opaca                                    MERCED PHACELIA Species of concern None 1B

Potamogeton filiformis                                        SLENDER-LEAVED PONDWEED None None 2

Sagittaria sanfordii                                          SANFORD’S ARROWHEAD Species of concern None 1B

Streptanthus insignis ssp lyonii                              ARBURUA RANCH JEWEL-FLOWER Species of concern None 1B

Trichocoronis wrightii var wrightii                           WRIGHT’S TRICHOCORONIS None None 2

Tuctoria greenei                                              GREENE’S TUCTORIA Endangered Rare 1B

Crustaceans

Branchinecta conservatio                                      CONSERVANCY FAIRY SHRIMP Endangered None

Branchinecta longiantenna                                     LONGHORN FAIRY SHRIMP Endangered None

Branchinecta lynchi                                           VERNAL POOL FAIRY SHRIMP Threatened None

Lepidurus packardi                                            VERNAL POOL TADPOLE SHRIMP Endangered None

Linderiella occidentalis                                      CALIFORNIA LINDERIELLA None None

Beetles

Desmocerus californicus dimorphus                             VALLEY ELDERBERRY LONGHORN BEETLE Threatened None
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Beetles

Lytta molesta                                                 MOLESTAN BLISTER BEETLE Species of concern None

Fish

Lampetra hubbsi                                               KERN BROOK LAMPREY Species of concern None SC

Mylopharodon conocephalus                                     HARDHEAD None None SC

Amphibians

Ambystoma californiense                                       CALIFORNIA TIGER SALAMANDER Candidate None SC

Rana aurora draytonii                                         CALIFORNIA RED-LEGGED FROG Threatened None SC

Rana boylii                                                   FOOTHILL YELLOW-LEGGED FROG Species of concern None SC

Scaphiopus hammondii                                          WESTERN SPADEFOOT Species of concern None SC

Reptiles

Anniella pulchra pulchra                                      SILVERY LEGLESS LIZARD Species of concern None SC

Clemmys marmorata                                             WESTERN POND TURTLE Species of concern None SC

Gambelia sila                                                 BLUNT-NOSED LEOPARD LIZARD Endangered Endangered

Masticophis flagellum ruddocki                                SAN JOAQUIN WHIPSNAKE Species of concern None SC

Phrynosoma coronatum frontale                                 CALIFORNIA HORNED LIZARD Species of concern None SC

Thamnophis gigas                                              GIANT GARTER SNAKE Threatened Threatened

Birds

Agelaius tricolor (nesting colony)                            TRICOLORED BLACKBIRD Species of concern None SC

Ardea alba                                                    GREAT EGRET None None

Ardea herodias (rookery)                                      GREAT BLUE HERON None None

Athene cunicularia (burrow sites)                             BURROWING OWL Species of concern None SC

Branta canadensis leucopareia                                 ALEUTIAN CANADA GOOSE Threatened None

Buteo swainsoni (nesting)                                     SWAINSON’S HAWK None Threatened

Circus cyaneus (nesting)                                      NORTHERN HARRIER None None SC

Coturnicops noveboracensis                                    YELLOW RAIL None None SC

Eremophila alpestris actia                                    CALIFORNIA HORNED LARK None None SC

Falco mexicanus (nesting)                                     PRAIRIE FALCON None None SC

Mammals

Ammospermophilus nelsoni                                      SAN JOAQUIN ANTELOPE SQUIRREL Species of concern Threatened

Dipodomys heermanni dixoni                                    MERCED KANGAROO RAT Species of concern None

Dipodomys ingens                                              GIANT KANGAROO RAT Endangered Endangered

Perognathus inornatus inornatus                               SAN JOAQUIN POCKET MOUSE Species of concern None

Vulpes macrotis mutica                                        SAN JOAQUIN KIT FOX Endangered Threatened

Natural Communities

Alkali seep                                                   N.A. None None

Cismontane alkali marsh                                       N.A. None None

Coastal and valley freshwater marsh                           N.A. None None

Great valley cottonwood riparian forest                       N.A. None None

Northern claypan vernal pool                                  N.A. None None

Northern hardpan vernal pool                                  N.A. None None

Sycamore alluvial woodland                                    N.A. None None

Valley sacaton grassland                                      N.A. None None

Valley sink scrub                                             N.A. None None
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